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KILMAINHAM, January 12th, 1796. 


THE High Sheriff, Magiſtrates and Grand 


Fury of the County of Dublin, return their 
warme/t Thanks to ROBERT DAY, E: 


Chairman of the Quarter-ſeſſions, for his very 
able and Conſtitutional Charge this Day delivered 
to the Grand Jury 4 and conceiving that the 
Promulgation of it at this Juncture would be 
highly uſeful, they requeſ# his Permiſſion ts 
publiſh it. 


Signed by Order of the Meeting, 


GEORGE VESEY, Surasirr. 


GEORGE GRIERSON, Foxtmax. 
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A CHARGE, &. 


Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, 


It is impoſlible for any Iriſhman, not 
dead to all public virtue, to contem- 
plate without exultation and juſt na- 
tional pride, the Stability of theſe King- 
doms, amidſt the Convulſions and diſ- 
aſtrous Events which in the lapſe of a 
few years have deſolated the greater 
part of Europe. While we proſtrate 
ourſelves in grateful adoration before 
the throne of God for this his ſtupen- 
dous goodneſs, it may not be unprofit- 
able to inquire into the more immedi- 
ate Cauſes of our Exemption from thoſe 


awful 


ULEY 


awful Calamities, which it has pleaſed 


Providence to viſit upon ſo large a por- 


tion of our Fellow-creatures. Such 


diſquiſitions, while they teach us to 
form a juſt ſenſe of our Eſtabliſhments, 
and of their importance and value, muſt 
lead every man of prudence and reflexi- 
on to ſuſtain and cheriſh them, as the 
ſureſt means of our preſervation amidſt 
this wreck of Nations. 


The ſtructure and frame of our Go- 
vernment is the great and primary 
Cauſe, to which under God we are in- 
debted for our Security, Strength and 
Proſperity: — that mixed Government, 


in which Monarchy, Ariſtocracy and 


Democracy combine thzir ſeveral Ener- 
gies and beſt Properties, and controul 


the vices and exceſſes of each other,— — 


that Government, in which theſe three 
Rival Powers are tempered into an apt 
confiſtence ; and fo many advantages 


ſeemingly 
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ſeemingly irreconcileable, like the jar- 
ring Elements of Nature, conſpire to 
produce this harmonious well-poiſed 
order of things. From this Form of 
Government, in which the intereſts of 
All are alike conſidered, reſult our Syſ- 
tem of juſt and Equal Laws, and the 
principles which regulate the admini- 
ſtration of Juſtice amongſt us. From the 
ſame ſource is derived the happy State of 
Civil Society in theſe Kingdoms ; where 
ProteQtion is extended equally to All, 
where there is one Law for All, and 
where abilities and integrity ſecure free 
acceſs to the emoluments and honours 
of the State for All. When I look 
through theſe Countries, I perceive that 
it is not diſtinguiſhed Rank or high Birth, 
but ſuperior Talents and acknowledged 
Merit which indiſcriminately conduct 
the poſſeſſors to the proudeſt Eminences 
of the State. When 1 look through 
our flouriſhing Capital, when I look 
: res B into 


E 


into the Jury-box which you, Gentle- 


men, now fill, I cannot but recollect 
that Induſtry, Probity, good Senſe and 
Skill, are the unerring guides to wealth, 
honour and diſtinction amongſt us.— 
In a word, it is by the energy and the 
protecting influence of our free and tem- 
perate Conſtitution, lying mid way be- 
tween Tyranny and Licentiouſneſs, that 
the Britiſh Empire has riſen to its unri- 
valled greatneſs, and the People to the 
higheſt gradation in the Scale of Poli- 
tical and Civil happineſs. 


Among the various means employed 


to ſecure the Civil Rights and happi- 


neſs of our People, which in truth are 


the baſis of public Security and Strength, 


none is more diſtinguiſhed than that 
which the preſent Solemnity , draws 
into action. You perceive that Lallude 
to the adminiſtration of Criminal Juſ- 
tice amongſt us. Our whole Judicial 

Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution is indeed a bleſſing; but 
particularly the Trial by Jury. In the 


conſtruction of our Criminal Tribunals, 
which are ſeparated into diſtin parts, 
the more effectually to guard againſt 
corruption, caprice and error, the lead- 


ing principle which has been ſteadily 


kept in view is Equality. The Grand 
Jury and the Petit Jury are compoſed 
of Men, who in their turn are liable 
to be tried by others of their Fellow 
SubjeQs . diſcharging the ſame awful 
and important Truſts. That meaſure 
of Juſtice, which the Juror metes out 
to his Fellow- ſubject to-day, may be 
dealt to himſelf to-morrow; it behoves 
him therefore that it be a juſt meaſure. 
So alſo they are indiſcriminately called 
to thoſe Services, from time to time as 
each occaſion requires, from the great 
body of the Freeholders of the County; 
no diſtinction obſerved, ſave that of 
Character and a very moderate qualifi- 
. 1 B 2 cation 


1 


cation of Property. It muſt ſtrike 
you therefore that being tranſitory and 
Occaſional Bodies, they are not expoſed, 
as a Permanent Jury would be, to the 
operation of any corrupt or undue In- 
fluence, which the Rich and e 
can Wart beſt command. 


Nothing can more clay illuſtrate 
this Equality (and as long as the modi- 
fications of corporal and intellectual 
Strength continue innumerable, ſo long 
will any other Equality of Condition 
be impracticable) than the dire effects 
of a Permanent Jury. in France. That 
wretched Country had got a glimpſe of 
our Eſtabliſhments, and ſhe adopted 
from us the inſtitution of Juries.,. But 
they were Juries 1 in name only, and not 
in principle or conſtruction Inſtead of 
impannelling them for each diſtin Oc- 
caſion as it occurred, her ſanguinary 
Legillators eſtabliſhed Standing Juries ; ; 
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11 
not to exerciſe their judgment upon the 
Caſes preſented to them, but to ſanction 
with their venerable name the moſt un- 
paralleled Enormities. The conſequen- 
ces were what might be expected. 
Theſe Permanent Juries ſoon became 
the convenient Organ of each ſucceed- 
ing Monſter in power, and at his nod, 
without even the formalities of law, 
conſigned daily Hecatombs of inno- 
cent Victims to judicial Sacrifice. 
Gentlemen, your indignation riſes at 
this horrid prophanation of the ſacred 
inſtitution of Juries! an Inſtitution 


which you habitually contemplate as 
the ſure refuge and Sanctuary of In- 


nocence, the Poor Man's beſt Friend, 
his Tutelar God; the ſtrong Curb of 


inſolent Power and licentious Autho- 
rity; ? the Terror of Guilt alone ! 3 


Bus | | \ 
| But as Equality of Juſtice requires 
that 


BY 


that Juries ſhall be Occaſional, ſo. to 
an uniform, ſkilful and enlightened 
interpretation of the Law it is necef- 
ſary that the Judge ſhall be Permanent. 5 
Independent of the Crown, ſtimulated 
by the conditions of his Tenure to a 
pure and upright conduct, controuled 
even by the Publicity of all Criminal 
proceedings from yielding to preju- 
dice, paſſion or any other corrupt af- 
fection of the mind, the Judge may 
ſafely be Permanent. And indeed of 
neceſſity he muſt be ſo, as long as we 
prefer a Syſtem of known and fixed 
ws to novel and chimerical Opini- 
ons: as long as Juriſprudence is conſi- 
dered a Science founded on ſolid and 
fixed principles: — in a word, as long 
as induſtry, experience, education and 
learning are eſſential Ingredients in the 
Judicial Character. — And in fact, if in 
ſuch an aſſemblage of Excellence as the 
Britiſh Government it be conſpicuous 
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in any one of its Component Eſtabliſh- 


ments beyond the reſt, it is in the admi- 
niſtration of the Laws and the diſpen- 
ſation of Juſtice, Civil and Criminal, by 
the Superior Judges. However inſuf- 
ficiently filled, or negligently admini- 
ſtered other Departments of the State 
may ſometimes happen to be, it muſt 
be admitted that, on our ſeveral Judicial 
Benches, men are to be found of the 
moſt elevated characters; who unite in- 
duſtry with talents and ſcience; and 
who, impreſſed with a deep and conſci- 
entious Senſe of the ſacred duties of 
their functions, devote the whole of 
their lives to the Service of the Public. 


In a word, we may with truth aſ- 
ſert, that there is no Nation under the 
Sun in which Juſtice is ſo Equally and 
umpartially adminiſtered, as in theſe 
Realms. And of the Law, it may 
with no leſs truth be ſaid, that as it 

provides 


648-1 


provides a remedy for every injury, ſo 
it affords that remedy Equally to the 
Proudeſt and the Pooreſt. 


One ſhould ſuppoſe, that under ſo 


favoured and providential a diſpenſa- 


tion of things, no man in his ſenſes 
could wiſh to change his Political 
condition. No man it might be hoped, 
who was not actually diſtempered in 
mind, or bankrupt in fortune or fame, 
could be ſeduced from a rooted ſenſe 
of the ſingular advantages derived 
from a ſyſtem of Laws, © as broad 
« and general as the caling air.“ 
But, alas! it can no longer be con- 
cealed, that the induſtry of Sedition 
and Treaſon has been too ſucceſsful. 
in both Kingdoms. The wicked Con- 


| ſpiracy happily has been traced through. 
many of its ramifications in Great” 


Britain and Ireland. What the pro- 
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ceedings of the# Britiſh Parliament and 
Courts of Juſtice have been theſe two 
laſt years, to probe the evil and check 
its progreſs, it would be going out of 
our way to detail. But we know that 
Treaſon, of late, has thrown off the 
maſk in our Siſter Kingdom, and diſ- 
dains all concealment. The late direct 
and immediate attempt upon the Per- 
ſon of the Sovereign no longer leaves 
the object of the Conſpirators queſ- 
tionable, or the Treaſon matter of 


conſtruction and inference. It was 
C reſerved 


* Early in 1794 it appeared from the Reports of both 
Houſes of the Britiſh Parliament, grounded upon uncon- 
trovertable evidence, and in the courſe of the State Trials 
which were had at the Old Bayly in the October follow- 
ing, that a Traiterous Conſpiracy. had been formed and 
acted upon, by certain Societies and Individuals in dif- 
ferent parts of England and Scotland correſponding and 
intimately connected, for ſubverting the eſtabliſhed Laws 
and Conſtitution, pulling down the Monarchy, and for 
introducing in its ſtead that Anarchy and thoſe extra- 
vagant notions of falſe Liberty, which have trans formed 
the faireſt and once the moſt civilized region of Europe 


into a wilderneſs of Tygers. 


OY 7 
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reſerved "for the peculiar and daring 
atrocity of modern principles to wffarl 
the PATHER OF "HIS"! PEOPLB; 
farrotitided/by his devoted and exulting 
Subjects; in the exerciſe of that Auguſt 
Function, which diſpenſes happineſs 
to Millions, which gives life and mo- 
tion to the moſt ſublime Syſtom of 
Legiflation that Hiſtory has recorded. 
Phrenzy alone it was thought could 
have armed itſelf againſt the” life of a 
Monarch, as diftinguifhed” for His in- 
violable fidelity to the  Corftitution, 
as for his exemplary piety and domeſ- 
ſe virtues ;—whoſe Life, in addition 
to our Allegiance, challenges the tri- 
bute of our Love; and whoſe Death 
would be the bittereſt calamity which 
cobld be inflied upon his Sübje &. 
and I might add at this Ne upon | 
wa usr | HI ne Ste 
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In this Country the Plot has been 
conducted with more colouring and 
diſguiſe, but perhaps with a ſtill deeper 
degree of malignity. The object of 
the Conſpirators in Great Britain was 
to ſubvert the Monarchy, that glorious 
fabrick which it has been the work of 
ages to erect, preſerve, and meliorate, 
and upon its ruins to raiſe a Republic; 
that is, to let in all the confuſion and 
wild miſtule of France. This daring 
project was to be accompliſhed by 
means of a National Con vention, to be 
openly and avowedly held; to which 
thoſe evil- minded Enthuſiaſts had the 
folly to hope, that the ſober, ſolid, 
and virtuous people of that Iſland might 
he perſuaded to transfer their allegiance 
and confidence, from their good King 
apd legitimate Parliament, But the 
obiect here was no leſs than to pro- 
cure an Invaſion from France; from a 


C 2 People, 
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People, i in Whoſe Gielenice all Nature 
| withers ; whoſe" progreſs has been in- 
variably marked by devaſtation, famine 
And Blood,” 'GCallortm” gentem infeſti 72 
jumam nomint Romano intra me nia 
arceſſunt.— This was to be ſeconded by 
a general Riſing of the great Maſs of 
our People, who were repreſented as 
Semi barburous *, ready for any change, 
"and harbouring a ſettled and confirmed 
averſion” to the Britiſh name and con- 


- Hexion—that Connexion, to which we 


oe evety thing enlightened, proſperous, 
"teat: and good amongſt us that mag- 

"Hao people, from whom we'detive 
: dür proudeſt and moſt ineſtimable poſ- 


" Tlſions; our Religion, our Cotiſtitution, 
17 £i i cf * 

our Common Law, our Liberties ; this 
voy e e 
ſoftitution which we now commemo- 
n: * JIEV: 


rate, and v which, like a Prefidin ng A ; Angel, 
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watches « over and Suards the whole — 
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the Trial by Jury. Gentlemen, you 


know that to promote this diabolical 


purpoſe, Jackſon viſited this City, an 


accredited Miniſter from the Dæmons 
of France to certain Traitors and Far- 
ricides of Ireland. You know: that, 


through the vigilance and addreſs of 
Lord Weſtmorland's firm and vigorous 


goverment, that unfortunate Man was 


apprehended with all the evidences, of 


his guilt upon him; was afterwards 


. brought to. juſtice; and that his Cabinet 


of Conſpirators, taking the alarm, pru- 
dently fled, and eſcaped. the puniſh- 


ment due to their crimes. But the 


1 


ſeeds of Treaſon unhappily had been 
previouſly ſcattered through the Illand. 


and it muſt be owned that they have 
A an abundant crop. It now 


Iii 


comes out on the. cleareſt evidence 


(113) 


. that, 1 thoſe deluded men ſtiled Defen- 


T2) 


ders, apparently but a lawleſs Rabble, 
er their views as it at firſt ſeem- 
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(22 ] 
ed to mere as of Plunder and Felony, 
have in truth been regularly embodied 
and organized under Leaders and Com- 
mittee-men. It appears, that the Plot 
had rooted itſelf ſo extenſively, that 
the Inſurgents, through no leſs than 
nine Counties, have been leagued 
together by the moſt ſacred (or rather, 
the moſt accurſed) obligations to Riſe 
upon a concerted ſignal; that All were 
were | bound by the ſame oath to the 
National Convention, ufed the ſame 
myſterious Signs, ated in uniſon, and 
were moved as it were by one Spring. 
With the ſame traiterous purpoſe they 
have been diſarming every man in 
thoſe Counties, upon whoſe oo opera- 
tion they could not count, and who 
wanted courage and public Spirit to 
reſiſt them. With the fame criminal 


Silteng! 


view they learned the uſe of Arms, 


531081 


levied Contributions, purchaſed Am- 


munition, recruited avowedly for the 
National 
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National Convention, employed Emiſ- 
faries in the experiment,” as vain as 
wicked, of debauching our brave and 
ſtedy Soldiers; and in ſhort took 
every ſtep to ſtrengthen themſelves, 

and give effect to the long- expected 
Defeent — Meantime the Conſpirators 

were not idle in the Capital. In a 

* City, ſo populous and ſo profligate, 

the moſt deſperate Enterprize will not 

long want an army of Advocates; All wy 
men, goaded by bankruptcy, evil ſe- 
ciety, or conſcious guilt, have an inte- 

reſt in confuſion, and were pleaſed to 

find a Rallying-point. Neglected Ap- 
prentices, needy Journey men, ſeditiqus, 
Maſters hoping to “ ride in the whirl-, 


0 wind,” here formed themſelves into 
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Societies, Committees and Clubs, and 
1 ö 

ami ly diſcourſed of Rebellion as 

. birth-right of the People. | 
Fil F\ 2 2 


"hs In tanta . corrupt4 Cvitate, Catalina, &c. 
See Salluſt in bello Catal : 
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The Philanthropic Society enlarged with 
great ſenſibility on the virtue of Aſ- 
ſaſſination and the uſe of the Poniard. 
The dregs of the diſſolved United 
Triſimen thought a Civil War the beſt 
expedient for promoting a general Uni- 
formity and Harmony of Sentiment. 
And there is reaſon to believe, that 
' a Maſſacre upon a comprehenſive Scale 
was in agitation, as the ſureſt means 
of promoting Political Morality and 
the Chriſtian Religion! 


by Such, Gentlemen, is the dark and 
formidable Conſpiracy, which, through 
the ſignal Mercy of Providence, has 
been brought to light when at the very 
point of exploſion. Much praiſe is 
ſurely due to Government, for the 
| perſeverance and energy with which 

this infernal Plot has been followed up 
and defeated. We have awakened 
on the brink of a Precipice. We have 
been walking in dull ſecurity. over a 
| Miae, 


WR 

Mine, which by good fortune has not 
ſprung under our feet. But though 
the Electric Cloud be paſled, the 
{ky ſtill lowers. We have ſcotch'd 
« the ſnake, not kill'd it.” The Di- 
ligence of Bad Men never ſleeps, and 
has the additional danger of being 
mingled with a cautious obſervance 
of times and ſeaſons. They can 
withdraw, when the aſpect of things 
is unfavourable; but if the alarm, 
which they have raiſed, ſhall ſubſide, 
if your vigilance ſhall be lulled into 
| ſecurity, then, like Summer flies after 
a Storm, they will again come forth 
with keener acrimony and renewed 
activity. Can it be doubted, that 
Republican Agents and diſaffected 
Men of no mean condition foment 
this traiterous ſpirit, and adminiſter 
to the ſupport of thoſe deluded 
| Wretches, who can have no reſources 
of their own to reſt upon through 
rad this 
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this barbarous warfare, ſo long and 
obſtinately waged upon all Order and 
Civil Government in the Country? 
But it is to be hoped, that the danger 
which happily we have eſcaped, and 
this malignant and contagious phren- 
zy of our peaſantry which © frights 
* the Iſle from her propriety,” wall 
awaken us all from the ſtupid lethargy 
in which we have hitherto been 
plunged ; will-animate, to a more than 
ordinary vigilance and exertion, not 
only the Magiſtracy and Executive 
Power of the Country through all 
its gradations, but every Individual 
who has an intereſt in Social Order— 
who means not tamely to reſign his 
property to depredation, and his breaſt 
to the midnight Murderer. The Evil 
has invariably been frowned down in 
thoſe Counties, where a ſteady and 
determined countenance had been 
preſented againſt it; on the contrary, 
it 


r 

it has raged moſt where the families 
of natural influence and power, with 
the timid and fatal policy of the 

French Emigrants, had deſerted their 

habitations, leaving the defenceleſs 
Country to the mercy of a deſolating 

Mob. Gentlemen, depend upon this 

Eternal Truth, that there is more 
danger in Cowardice than in Courage. 

The man who fights with the Law 

on his ſide is, alone, a Tower of 

Strength. Guilt is ever as Cowardly 

as Cruel. 


Gentlemen, it is needleſs to trouble 
you, with any Legal Obſervations of 
my own upon this important Subject. 
The Law has been lately laid down 
diſtinctly by higher authority, the con- 
5 D 2 curring 


y Chamberlaine, J. Finucane, J. and George, B. 
in the King againſt Welden for High Treaſon at the 
Commiſſion held 14th December 1795. 
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curring authority of three learned 
Judges; and I cannot expreſs it more 
clearly than in the words of the learned 
Baron, your late worthy Municipal 
Judge. It is now evident (ſaid he) 
« 'that the Defenders are not merely 
„ fFelons but Traitort. The Oaths and 
« Teſts, under which they are enliſted, 
« declare expreſsly that they are con- 
e cerned with the National Convention 
*.of France for the purpoſe of ſub- 
* verting our Government. And it 
is now fit it ſhould be made known, 
that it is H igh Treaſon to 1ncite or 
«encourage a man to become a De- 

4 fender; chat it is Treaſon to har- 
«hour, comfort or abet the Defenders, 
« —all perſons i in any wiſe concerned 
6 are Traitors. And further, all men 
0 Who know, and do not diſcloſe to 
40 Government or the Magiſtrates their 
* Knowledge of the Defenders, and 
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« of their Criminal actions or pur- 
«. poſes, are guilty. of Miſpriſiom of 
Tregſon — the Judgment for which, 
Gentlemen, is no leſs than that the 
Convict be impriſoned, for Life, for- 
feit the profits of his lands for Life, 
and forfeit abſolutely all his perſonal 
property. 

Theſe Obſervations, Gentlemen, I 
addreſs not only to you, but to this 
aſſembled Multitude; in the anxious 
and fond hope, that every man who 
hears me will with his utmoſt induſtry 
circulate them, and impreſs the Law 
upon the minds of the deluded Pea- 
ſantry in his neighbourhood. Say to 
them, that at the moment when Parlia- 
ment had been moſt buſy in ame- 
horating their Condition: when the 
only * price which they paid to the 

State 
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* The 88 Act, which transferred that Tax 
from all Houſes having but one Hearth to ſuch as have 
more; 


1 


State for protection had been remitted, 
and the burden transferred to their 
Landlorde— when they had been re- 
lieved, in a great degree, of Tythe, 
at the , expence of the Proteſtant 
Clergy—when a liberal Proviſion had 
been appropriated to the Education 
of the Roman Catholic Clergy—and 
above all, when a Proteſtant Legiſ- 
lature, by a bold and enlightened 
policy, ſtruck off thoſe Religious and 
Political Fetters, which for a Century 
had galled the great body of our Fel- 
low- Subjects tell them, that, falſe 
to the acknowledged Loyalty of their 
own Communion, the firſt uſe they 
io HR 
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more; the Barren Land Act, which 1 alt 
Heath and waſte unimproved ground from Fyrhe for-ſeven 
years after improvement; the great Catholic Act, which 
gave to the Catholic, in common with the Proteſtant 
Peaſantry, every political privilege of which that Order of 
the Community is ſuſceptible — theſe liberal meaſures, 
caleulated generally for the relief of the Poor at the ex- 
penſe of the Rich, were among the many excellent * 
of the Weſtmorland Government. 17 DOGS , Rin 
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have made of long-loſt freedom, the 
firſt record of their gratitude for 
this accumulation of Bounty, Was 
a foul Conſpiracy, with the Eter- 
nal Enemy of the Britiſh Empire, 
to dethrone that virtuous and bene- 
ficent Monarch who had himſelf 
become a Mediator for the Catholic 
Body with his Parliament of Ireland ! 
to bend the neck of free-born' Iriſh- 
men to the vile yoke of French Uſurp- 
ers drenched i in blood; of the fierceſt 
Domination that ever blotted the 
page of hiſtory, or ſcourged any 
portion of the human race! Tell them, 
that their Guilt is the higheſt in the 
Scale of Crimes—that the Puniſhment 
Which awaits them is the ſevereſt 
\ known to the law that the public 
indignation is at its height, and calls 
aloud for vengeance on them and 
that no reſource remains but that 
they return forthwith to their Alle- 
giance, and to thoſe long deſerted paths 


of 


| Judgments of the Law, even Death 
itſelf, upon comparatively ſmall offen- 
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of Induſtry in which alone they can 


find competence, and comfort for 
their unhappy families, balm for their 
wounded conſciences, and favour from 
their offended GOD. Tell them, final- 
ly, that the beſt evidence they can 
give of contrition, and the ſureſt title 


they can have to Mercy, will be a 


voluntary diſcloſure (before any in- 
formation ſhall be given againſt them- 
ſelves) of their whole Plot, and of the 


nefarious Incendiaries who have thus 


led them to deſtruction. 


: 


| 7:1 he Detail in 1 which 1 have ſo 
long detained you will not, I truſt, 


be deemed altogether foreign to the 


Duties of chis day. f We are aſſem- 


bled here to let looſe the terrible 


ces againſt property; knowing at the 
/ _ ſame 
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ſume time chat Principles are inſtill- 
ed, and Plots conceived, which would 
confound all Property and its Own- 
ers in one undiſtinguiſhable ruin. 
Can we with a ſafe conſcience execute 
thoſe avenging Laws upon paltry 
Planderers, unleſs we alſo, in our 
ſeveral capacities, exert our autho- 
rity to ſtifle theſe levelling and pefti- 
lential prineiples, which have gene- 
rated ſo many and ſuch enormous 
crimes? Unleſs we uſe our beſt en- 
deavours to trace to their Sources, 
and cut off, thoſe waters of bitter- 
neſs which overſpread and pollute 
our Land? If there be any Fiends - 
amongſt us capable of this deep 
« damnation,” any who, ſkulking be- 
hind in daſtardly concealment, have 
urged their unhappy Victims down 
. Precipice, ſuch are the proper 
ö objects 
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objects, to ele for puniſhment, and 


ho of courſe demand. your [moſt 


perſevering and determined inquiry. 
And therefore all Perſons and Societies 
of that deſcription, if any be known 
to you within our juriſdiction, I re- 
commend to your moſt ſerious atten- 
tion and ſevereſt animad verſion.—80 
alſo all Houſes, in which thoſe ſedi- 
tious and treaſonable Aſſociations, and 
Committees aſſemble, of which. ou 
have any knowledge, or ſhall receive 
information, ſhould be Preſented as 
Common Nuiſances. The Publicans, 
who knowingly ſuffer their Houſes 


to be converted to ſuch Criminal pur- 


poſes, (and it is incredible that they 
can be Strangers thereto): are deeply 
implicated in the guilt of the, Con- 
ſpirators; and the only queſtion, upon 
their Trial would: De... whether chey 
were Principals in the Treaſon for 

receiving 
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receiving and comforting Traitors, or 
guilty' only of an atrocious and miſt 
penal Mifdemeanor” in [eoncealing® Ute 
Treaſon. And the Migiſtrates will, 
J truſt, forgive me, if I folemnly 
conjure them, in tlie preſence of the 
aſſembled County, to be particularly 
chaſte and cautious at this juncture 
in granting Licenſes to have a vigi- 
lant eye upon all Public Houſes in 
their ſeveral Vicinities to proceed 
ſummarily and ſeverely againſt all 
unlicenſed Publicans—and to with- 
draw their Licenſes from all Publicans, 
whoſe conduct and character juſtify 
Suſpicion; but Thoſe, above all, Who 
keep their Houſes open at unſeaſon- 
able hours. It would indeed be a Re- 
gulation of great public ad vantage, to 
fllut up all places of mean and obſcure 
reſort at an earlier hour, than might 
perhaps be nee in times leſs 
| 1 ots E 2 Critical. 
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in requiring men to retire early to 
reſt, Who ſhould riſe early to earn 
their daily: bread. It is in the Dead 
of Night, when all Nature ſeeks re- 
poſe all but Animals of Prey that 
Conſpirators aſſemble, and hatch dark 
and bloody Crimes. And it is in 
thoſe Hotbeds of corruption and de- 
bauchery, that the firſt ſeeds of Vice 
and Criminality are ſown, which af- 
ter wards ripen into full:blowr Guilt, 
and find ſuch inceſſant exerciſe for 
this . every other Criminal Tri 
8 bunal. 109 bus YIUD 
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Varia the fins 7 the Calendar two 
men appear committed for plundering 
a Dwelling-houſe of Arms, and two 
mort for adminiſtering unlawful Oachs. 
Charges of fo ſerious a nature at all 
times demand your graveſt _— 
bays more | clpeoiallyi when ſuch a 


os 


* 
known to be among the crimes of 
Defenders. Gentlemen, let me recom- 
mend to you in thoſe Caſes (as indeed 
I moſt ſeriouſly do on every occaſion 
of importance and doubt) to call the 
Proſecutors before you, and to ſift and 
fearch' them with all your diligence. 
Such Perſonal Examination will not 
only enable you to form a competent 
and ſound judgment upon theſd par- 
ticular, Charges; but may alſo lead 
you to further diſcoveries touching 
the general Plot, which I make no 
doubt it is your wiſh, as it is your 
duty and intereſt, to purſue through 
all its mazes and concealments. 
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Gentlemen, I ſhall not treſpaſs far- 
ther upon your time than juſt to re- 
mind you, that you are the Conſtitu- 
tional Guardian of the Lives and dear- 
eſt Intereſts of your Fellow-ſubjects ; 

chat you are the ſacred Shield of 


16 | | Innocence 
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Innocence againſt the ſtrong arm of 
Power, Wealth, and Malice; and that 
whenever a Grand- jury find a Bill of 
Indictment upon inſufficient evidence, 
they betray the important Poſt com- 
mitted to them by the Law; they do 
an irreparable injury to the Party ac- 
cuſed, and degrade into a, mere forma- 
lity one of the nobleſt bulwarks pro- 
vided for Civil Liberty by our un- 
rivalled Conſtitution, 


